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Dear staff and families, 
 
We are continuing to monitor the health of our staff, students and their family members on a daily basis.  We have 
consulted directly with the Snohomish County Health District and followed all recommendations as situations 
arise.  To date, we still have not had a confirmed case of Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Lakewood.  Our district 
response team consults daily to re-evaluate our situation locally and recommendations made by the county and 
state health departments. 
 
The Snohomish County Health District is now recommending that people with symptoms such as cough, fever, 
and/or difficulty breathing, or who have been contacted by public health because they are a close contact of a 
confirmed or a potentially positive case, should stay home from work, school, and other activities. They are 
recommending that people in this situation not return to the work or school setting until 72 hours after the fever has 
resolved or 7 days after the illness began, whichever is longer. We are asking that families and staff follow this 
advice.  Our nurses will continue to be in touch with families who are navigating these decisions.  Staff members 
should continue to maintain communication with supervisors in such instances.  Adhering to such advice and 
maintaining regular communication between home and school significantly reduces the risk of spreading this illness 
to others in the school setting. 
 
Our district will continue to hold pre-planned after-school and evening events for the time being.  The first event 
likely to surpass 50 people will be our 8th Grade Parent Night tomorrow evening from 6-7 p.m. in the Lakewood 
High School auditorium.  Given local conditions, our district response team determined that we will move forward 
with this event. It continues to be our belief that with clear communication of the risk to vulnerable populations in our 
community and with proper prevention/hygiene measures, the risk of contracting Coronavirus (COVID-19) remains 
low.  The Snohomish County Health District has not issued any directives on whether large events should or should 
not be canceled.  We are evaluating field trips and out-of-district travel on a case-by-case basis. 
 
In the end, everyone needs to consider the risks of assembling in large groups during the school day, at after-school 
or evening events or at other locations in or outside our community. Our guiding assumption is that parents and staff 
are best situated to make these decisions in light of the information available and their family’s health. 
 
I encourage you to remain prepared and informed as this outbreak unfolds. Please monitor reliable news and 
information sources.  If you would like more information about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) or get updates at the 
county or state levels, please feel free to visit the Snohomish County Health District website 
at https://www.snohd.org/484/Novel-Coronavirus-2019 or the Washington State Department of Health website 
at https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus. 
 
The DOH has also established a call center to address questions about COVID-19 from the public.  To access this 
information line, please call 1-800-525-0127. 
 
I will continue to keep you informed of developments in our community and schools.  The health and safety of our 
staff, students and families always comes first. 
 
All the best, 
Scott 
 
Scott M. Peacock 
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